
The Bristol Tape Approach 
to Tape Slitting

How our tape slitting services drive  
manufacturing efficiency



If your manufacturing process requires 
industrial-grade tape to be successful, you 
know how important it is to source tape that’s 
correctly sized and formatted.

In the worst-case scenario, the wrong tape 
cut to the wrong size could slow down your 
workflow, leaving you with lost productivity 
and impatient customers. It may even gum 
up your equipment, forcing you to focus 
on maintenance issues instead of business 
strategy.

That’s why manufacturers need a 
knowledgeable, trustworthy, and competent 
tape slitting partner that can provide tape 
exactly to spec so you can concentrate on more 
important matters.

Tape may seem like a simple commodity, 
and slitting may sound like a straightforward 
process. But in fact, there’s a lot that can go 
wrong if you choose an inexperienced provider 
that lacks expertise in adhesive products 
and processes — and a lot to be gained by 
partnering with an expert.

Fortunately, Bristol Tape is uniquely positioned 
to help our manufacturing partners source 
and convert the quality tape materials that 
will keep projects on schedule and on budget. 
Throughout our 70+ years as a privately held 
converter business, we’ve helped clients of 
all sizes across industries convert the tape 
products they need to drive manufacturing 
efficiency.

That’s why we created this guide to help 
manufacturers understand the importance 
of tape slitting, how it works, and what you 
need to know to get the most value out of your 
converter partnerships.

The value of tape slitting
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Tape slitting is a precision manufacturing process in which master or 
log rolls of adhesive tape products are custom cut to specific widths 
and lengths.

At Bristol Tape, we offer a variety of slitting methods — lathe, rewind, 
and rotary slitting — to meet client specs.

Lathe slitting: Sometimes called baloney slitting because of the 
machinery’s resemblance to delicatessen meat slicers, this process 
secures a master roll of tape to a horizontal spinner so it can be sliced 
to spec by a descending circular blade. Because it can be programmed 
to slit different-sized widths on one roll, with no need for tooling, lathe 
slitting can be the most effective method for orders that call for odd 
widths, tight tolerances, and/or short runs.

Rewind slitting: With this method, the master roll of tape is unrolled 
onto a surface, then moved through blades for cutting into narrower 
widths. The narrower strips are then mechanically rewound onto 
various cores. Because rewind slitters can make multiple cuts at 
once, it can be especially efficient for long-length rolls and easily torn 
materials such as UPVC, polyester films, and foils.

Rotary slitting: A master roll of tape is cut into sections using circular 
knives adjusted to a precise angle on parallel arbors. This process is 
used primarily for heavier-gauge materials such as laminates, foil, 
paper, and film, and is especially useful when close tolerances are 
needed.

The benefits of tape slitting 
The number one benefit of tape slitting is that manufacturers get 
adhesive products ideally suited for their production process and 
machinery. Perfectly sized products allow for faster, more accurate, 
repeatable applications, speeding up project delivery and eliminating 
costly waste material. Ultimately, partnering with a professional slitting 
service will help you avoid operational disruption so you can focus 
on higher-level improvements to your business and manufacturing 
strategies.

A cut above: What, exactly, is slitting?
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At Bristol Tape, we have the capabilities to custom-slit tape made 
from a variety of different materials with different features and 
characteristics. Some of the most common tapes we work with 
include:

Sourcing high-quality materials
Another benefit of working with a professional tape slitter like Bristol 
Tape is that we can source materials in a fast and cost-effective 
manner when you need them. As a preferred 3M converter, we have 
unique access to some of the highest quality, most sought-after 
materials in the industry. We leverage our relationship with 3M and 
other major materials suppliers to help our customers access the 
materials they need to create outstanding products that outperform 
the competition.

What can be slit? 
A primer on materials

• PSA tapes

• Foam tapes

• Film tapes

• Foil tapes

• Paper tapes

• Transfer tapes

• Polyimide tapes

• PVC tapes

• UPVC tapes

• PTFE tapes

• Polypropylene tapes

• Mylar tapes

• Kapton tapes

• Nomex (polyimide paper) 
tapes

• Specialty materials

• Customer-supplied 
materials
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At Bristol Tape, we want to be the tape converter you choose to 
partner with, project after project.

That’s why we take time to learn exactly what you need, then make 
thoughtful recommendations on process or materials based on 
the challenges you’re trying to solve. We know manufacturing, we 
understand the variables that can be involved, and we’re not afraid 
to adjust our approach if we see an opportunity to make your project 
more effective and/or efficient.

Tight tolerances
Because our clients rely on highly standardized components to 
maintain product quality and manufacturing efficiency, they need a 
tape converter that can produce slit materials with only very minute 
variances.

Most of our clients have specific tolerance requirements and come 
to us with very high expectations. That’s why we fully evaluate each 
client’s needs to determine beforehand whether their specs are 
feasible and whether they can be met in practical and cost-effective 
ways.

We’re proud that our technology, experience, and industry knowledge 
allow us to standardize our products to a high degree of accuracy. 
Our standard slitting tolerances are ± .008 inches for film, paper, 
or composite, ± .020 inches for cloth. At the precision level, those 
tolerance levels are ± .005 inches for film, paper, or composite, ± .015 
inches for cloth.

Design engineering assistance
With Bristol Tape, you’re never on your own when you have a product 
design challenge that needs solving. Our experienced team can help 
you identify exactly what you need to streamline your production, 
guiding your choice of materials and offering insights into your design 
and manufacturing processes that may boost efficiency, prevent 
waste, and/or cut costs.

Bringing it to Bristol:  
What to know about our approach 
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Distribution services
When you bring your project to Bristol Tape, we can hit the ground 
running with the slit materials that will fit your needs. That’s because 
we continually stock branded factory-standard sizes and log rolls of 
multiple materials — including many produced by top-shelf brands 
such as 3M — that can be slit on demand according to your specs.

But we also have you covered when you need something more 
customized in terms of size and/or tolerance. We’ll work with your 
engineers to understand your requirements and — based on our 
decades of experience — make product and process recommendations 
based on elements such as backing material, adhesive type, application 
time and temperature, surface characteristics, and end-use conditions.

Why experience matters
When it comes to understanding what will and won’t work in tape 
conversion, there’s really no substitute for long-time industry 
experience that spans a wide variety of products and industries. At 
Bristol Tape, we’ve leveraged our decades of experience to establish 
best practices in both product development and manufacturing. As a 
result, we’ve been able to assist clients across a huge span of industries, 
including electrical, automotive, aerospace, HVAC, and more.
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When looking for a new tape converting provider, the bottom line is 
this: The partner you choose could have a major impact on the quality, 
timeliness, and efficiency of your manufacturing operation.

Make sure you select a company that has the knowledge, experience, 
and collaborative spirit necessary to help you achieve the most 
effective and efficient methods possible.

With more than 70 years of experience to rely on, Bristol Tape 
is committed to meeting or exceeding your expectations in tape 
conversion quality, service, and delivery.

Established in 1950 as a family-owned business in Fall River, MA, Bristol Tape Corporation has 
specialized in the distribution and conversion of films, foils, and pressure-sensitive tapes for 
industrial requirements for over 70 years. Whether the customer is a Fortune 500 company or a 
small job shop, Bristol Tape Corporation and its employees are dedicated to providing high-quality 
products and exceptional service.

Why does your choice of tape  
converter matter? 

Ready to start your next project?
 
Call us at 1-800-336-5941 to learn more about our full suite of 
converting services and how we can streamline your manufac-
turing operations to help move your business forward.

About Bristol Tape Corporation

Changing 
the Shape 
of Tape

https://www.btctape.com/

